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COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

This is in response to the Statement of Reasons for Allowance provided with the 
Notice of Allowance mailed December 16, 2010. The Applicant agrees that the prior art does not 
show the features identified in the Statement of Reasons for Allowance and would like to point 
out that the record in this case shows additional distinguishing features as well that support 
patentability of the present claims and of additional claims that may be submitted in a continuation 
application. 



The Applicant submits that the record shows that the prior art did not have an 
enabling teaching that cyclopamine or another compound that selectively inhibits 
Hedgehog/Smoothened signaling could be administered to a tumor-bearing patient to induce 
apoptosis of tumor cells. Besides the self-contradictory nature of the unsupported teachings 
within the various prior art documents, the actual experimental results reported in the prior art 
effectively teach away from the Applicant's invention. Further, the showing in the present 
application of results sparing the normal cells of a tumor-bearing patient following a medicament 
dose inducing apoptosis of the tumor cells (as recited in claims 46 and 48) was also unknown and 
unexpected. In particular the described sparing of the normal stem cells and progenitor cells by a 
dose producing apoptotic elimination of the tumor cells was highly unexpected and renders the 
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claimed tumor treatment further advantageous over the prior art. 
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